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used in everyday life at worksites and in com-
munity settings. This important legislation is 
the minimum necessary to address this major 
health care crisis. Already, chronic diseases, 
many of which are caused or exacerbated by 
overweight or obesity, account for 70 percent 
of all deaths in the U.S., which is 1.7 million 
each year, and 60 percent of U.S. medical 
care expenses annually. According to the Sur-
geon General’s Call to Action to Prevent and 
Decrease Overweight and Obesity, the cost of 
obesity in the United States was more than 
$117 billion in 2000. Currently, an estimated 
300,000 deaths per year are related to obe-
sity. 

A focused national health initiative is nec-
essary because unhealthy lifestyles have be-
come a normal part of everyday life. Participa-
tion in high school physical education classes 
has dropped from 42 percent in 1991 to 33 
percent in 2005. National data show an in-
crease in unhealthy eating habits for adults 
and no change in physical activity. Changes in 
nutrition are equally critical because 60 per-
cent of young people consume too much fat, 
a factor doubling the percentage of overweight 
youth. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in support 
of this important legislation to mobilize the 
country now, before entirely preventable 
health conditions, that often begin in children, 
overwhelm the nation’s health care system. 
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TRIBUTE TO PROFESSOR JACK 
DAVIDSON 

HON. DENNIS MOORE 
OF KANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, January 13, 2010 

Mr. MOORE of Kansas. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to pay tribute to Kansas University 
Professor John P. [Jack] Davidson, who died 
on January 10th. 

Jack Davidson, along with his wife Mary, 
was a consistent voice for enlightened, pro-
gressive leadership in Lawrence and Douglas 
County, Kansas. I was proud to have him as 
a constituent and very much appreciated his 
thoughtful advice on many of the pending 
issues of the day. Jack was a candidate for 
the Kansas Board of Education in 1998, the 
same year I first was a candidate for the U.S. 
Congress, and he later served a term as an 
elected member of the Lawrence U.S.D. No. 
497 School Board. Jack was a longtime, dedi-
cated Democratic Party activist whose dedica-
tion, hard work and creativity will be missed by 
all who knew him and worked with him 
through the past several decades. I am 
pleased to include with this tribute an obituary 
for Jack that appeared in the Lawrence Jour-
nal World. 

Thank you very much, Madam Speaker, for 
this opportunity to pay tribute to a Kansan who 
worked tirelessly to make his community, his 
nation and the world a better place. 
[From the Lawrence Journal World, Jan. 12, 

2010] 
Jack Davidson (John P. Davidson) died at 

home in Lawrence on January 10. A memo-
rial service is planned at the Ecumenical 
Christian Center on Feb. 15. 

He was born on July 22, 1924, in Los Ange-
les, the son of John Pirnie Davidson and 
Istalia Rhine. 

After graduating from Glendale High 
School, Jack followed his interests in rock-

etry and science to the University of Cali-
fornia, Berkeley. 

From 1943 to 1946, he served in the Army 
Signal Corps in the European Theater of Op-
erations until he was honorably discharged 
as a first sergeant. 

Returning to Berkeley, he graduated from 
the University of California in 1948, with 
highest honors in physics. 

As a graduate student at Washington Uni-
versity in St. Louis, he worked with Mary 
Rieser and others to organize the Student 
Committee for the Admission of Negroes. Al-
though most students supported that effort, 
Arthur Holly Compton, the Chancellor, de-
clined to challenge community traditions at 
that time. Jack and Mary were married in 
September 1949. 

Jack received his doctorate in 1952, work-
ing under Eugene Feenberg. He did post- 
graduate work at Columbia University and 
eventually published more than 40 research 
papers, a monograph, and encyclopedia en-
tries. 

He taught at the Brazilian Center for 
Physical Research in Rio, and at the Joint 
Establishment for Nuclear Energy Research 
in Lillestrom, Norway. His research for the 
Norwegian merchant marine on the possi-
bility of outfitting the fleet with nuclear re-
actors included the possibility that the reac-
tor core might breach containment and melt 
down through the hull. This was the first use 
of the term ‘‘meltdown’’ in nuclear reactor 
literature. 

He taught and did research at Rensselaer 
Polytechnic Institute through 1966, and after 
that at the University of Kansas. He was 
chairman of the Department of Physics and 
Astronomy from 1977 to 1989. He also taught 
at Tsing Hua University in Taiwan in the 
summer of 1969. 

Jack Davidson led summer camps in as-
tronomy for high school students for many 
years. He is a member of the American As-
tronomical Society, the American Physical 
Society, and the Kansas Academy of 
Sciences. 

After his retirement in 1996, he served on 
the USD 497 School Board from 1999 to 2003. 
He was also active in local Democratic Party 
politics and in flying clubs. 

He was preceded in death by his brother, 
Duncan Davidson. He is survived by his wife, 
Mary Davidson, of the home, and by four 
sons, John Pirnie Davidson III and his wife, 
Shirley Schaeffer, Scarsdale, New York; 
Robert Kenneth Davidson and his wife, 
Monica Davidson, Ottawa, KS; Tom David-
son and his wife, Diane Davidson, Lexington, 
MA; and Jim Davidson, Lawrence, KS; and 
by six grandchildren, Jessica, Julia, Anna, 
Nathan, Owen, and Alice. 

In lieu of flowers, the family asks that con-
tributions be made to the Ecumenical Chris-
tian Center, 1204 Oread. 
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RESOLUTION 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, January 13, 2010 

Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, I introduce a 
resolution recognizing and supporting the 
goals and ideals of North American Inclusion 
Month. 

Whereas one in every five Americans strug-
gles with some sort of disability, be it intellec-
tual, physical or otherwise, and the need for 
inclusion of individuals with disabilities is a 
family, community and national priority; 

Whereas a similar ratio exists in the Jewish 
community, with over 1 million Jewish individ-
uals living with a form of disability; 

Whereas individuals with disabilities face 
significant disadvantages in educational and 
employment opportunities; 

Whereas 70 percent of individuals with dis-
abilities are unemployed or significantly under-
employed; 

Whereas special education and related pro-
gramming do not address underlying needs for 
appropriate training to lead to greater inde-
pendence and employment; 

Whereas Yachad, the National Jewish 
Council for Disabilities, and its parent organi-
zation, the Union of Orthodox Jewish Con-
gregations of America, is dedicated to ad-
dressing the needs of all individuals with dis-
abilities and including them in the Jewish com-
munity; 

Whereas Yachad provides programming for 
individuals with disabilities and their families to 
foster inclusion in communal happenings and 
assists in placing individuals with disabilities in 
employment; 

Whereas Yachad and the Union of Orthodox 
Jewish Congregations of America are cospon-
soring North American Inclusion Month in Feb-
ruary to increase public awareness of the life 
circumstances of individuals with disabilities, 
and the need for increased employment op-
portunities, better special education and in-
creased inclusion of these individuals on the 
family, communal and national levels: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives recognizes and supports the goals and 
ideals of North American Inclusion Month. 
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NONNIE BURNS—A CHAMPION OF 
JUSTICE 

HON. BARNEY FRANK 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 13, 2010 

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Madam 
Speaker, on March 25th, when we will be in 
session I assume, an excellent organization 
known as Discovering Justice will present the 
Champion of Justice Award to a great advo-
cate of fairness, Nonnie Burns. Nonnie Burns, 
I should say at the outset, is an old friend of 
many years, going back to the days when she 
was a strong supporter of mine when I first 
ran for the State Legislature in the Beacon Hill 
section of Boston in 1972. Since then, she has 
gone on to an extraordinarily distinguished ca-
reer, first as an extremely respected judge in 
the Massachusetts trial courts, and then as 
the state’s Commissioner of Insurance, a posi-
tion from which she has since retired. 

Throughout her career as an attorney, judge 
and commissioner, Nonnie Burns has exempli-
fied the legal profession at its best—namely in 
a commitment to seeing that justice is done 
for all. It is entirely appropriate that Discov-
ering Justice, housed I should note in the Fed-
eral Courthouse in Boston named for our be-
loved late colleague Joe Moakley, is honoring 
her. Discovering Justice educates young peo-
ple about the justice system and what they 
can do to make sure that it functions as it 
should. They run a particularly large program 
called Children Discovering Justice, which 
Nonnie Burns inspired and which she has 
championed. The program for children in 
grades 1–5 is taught in 25% of the public 
schools in Boston. 
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